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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-807
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Context Sensitive Streets Standards Committee
Date of Introduction: November 28, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU
Date of Analysis: November 30, 2017
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment; direction to Planning and Development Department
Bill Summary: The bill Amends Ordinance Code Chapter 804 – Jacksonville Traffic Code – to create a new Part 15 – Truck Route Regulations. The new Part provides numerous definitions, establishes “truck route criteria”, provides for the designation of truck routes and the posting of signage, designates the initial list of truck routes, establishes enforcement and penalties, and designates the Planning and Development Department to provide an educational program in conjunction with the Jacksonville sheriff’s Office to educate the public about street functional classifications and the location of truck routes.
Background Information: Goal 10 of the Transportation Element of the 2030 Comprehensive Plan relates to Intermodal Transportation Systems and Policy 10.6.4 of the Transportation Element states that “The City shall designate truck routes to minimize the impact of traffic through residential areas and maximize the flow of intermodal shipment of goods.” The City’s Context Sensitive Streets Standards Committee has been meeting to review, revise and recommend amendments to the Ordinance Code relating transportation and traffic and has proposed the ordinance code amendment and the initial list of truck routes.  The new Part 15 provides for purpose and intent of the new regulations (pedestrian, bicycle and vehicular safety; congestion and noise control; road surface preservation, protection of neighborhoods) and establishes numerous definitions regarding specific types of trucks and categories of roadways. The criteria for designation of truck routes includes: land use/truck trip generators; street classifications; lane widths; bridge locations; and speed limits.
The bill designates 52 truck routes and 10 alternate truck routes citywide. The bill provides that, unless otherwise prohibited, all state roads are also designated as truck routes. All regulated trucks are required to operate only on designated truck routes except to the minimum extent necessary to arrive at or depart from a destination not located on a truck route. The City Traffic Engineer is authorized to install signage to identify designated truck routes. Enforcement of truck route regulations shall be performed by the Sheriff’s Office and violations will result in immediate issuance of a civil citation for a Class C offense resulting in a $100 fine.
Policy Impact Area: Truck traffic regulation
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined 
Analyst: Clements
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